1Corinthians 13

Group Discussion Guide

HIGHLIGHT

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 aloud.

EXPLAIN

The church at Corinth was so busy pursuing their own selfish desires and spiritual gifts that
they had left out the most important ingredient: love. Psalm 23 is called the funeral chapter. 1
Corinthians 13 can be called the wedding chapter. While the context can apply to a married
couple, the immediate context of this chapter is love within the body of Christ and its exercise
of spiritual gifts and service.

It is not just about what you do, it is about why you do it. Love is always the more excellent
way and the body of Christ is commanded to desire this attribute of Christ more than any
spiritual gift Christ has given to us.

The word for love was used in Roman times much like we use it today. For instance, when |
say | love Krispy Kreme doughnuts and | love my wife, there is a contrast in the definition of
love. The Bible uses Phileo to speak of brotherly love (most common word for love in the New
Testament). We also find Eros which speaks of erotic love. This speaks of a sexual pleasure
kind of love.

We are not gullible, but love believes the best until proven otherwise. Love is also optimistic.
Love entertains great expectations. A Christian walking in love is a glass half full not half empty
kind of person.

Endurance means to remain under the load. The church of Corinth did not appreciate his
ministry and listened to cult leaders while putting up with sexual immorality and listen to how
much he loved this church, “I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which
was given to you by Christ Jesus” (vs. 4).

How can you begin to truly love others? Love is verb which means love is an action. How did
Jesus prove His love for us. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us”. Romans 5:8. Love is not a feeling. Love is a choice in
which we deliberately serve others in the name of Christ. Act upon a love you do not have and
will find that will have love.




APPLICATION

In our post-truth culture, love is a feeling that must be acknowledged and obeyed. It’s a fickle
emotion, one that comes and goes with the tide of desire. How would you define love?

When are you most likely to perform a lot of good things, but leave love out of the equation?
How can we protect ourselves from doing this?

Is God’s love for you and others the primary motivator behind why you serve? Why or why
not?

Patience is more than just having a good attitude while we wait for something; it's forbearance.
It's responding to others with a calm, gentle, and quiet spirit, even when they’ve done us
wrong. Why was it important for the Apostle Paul to include this in a letter to a church? Why is
it important for us to remember this concept today?

Kindness is doing good toward others. Do you find yourself only showing kindness to those
who appreciate it?

Jonathan Edwards defines envy as “a spirit of dissatisfaction with, and opposition to, the
prosperity and happiness of others as compared with our own.” When are you most likely to
find yourself envious of others? How can you steer away from those feelings? (For example,
do you need to disconnect from social media for a while?)

RESPOND

Praise God for that He shows us His love and kindness, even when we do not deserve it.
Thank him “that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Ask him for the grace to not
depend on our works, but on His finished work on the cross. Repent of those times that you've
tried to earn salvation by your own works. Pray for many more people to be worshippers of the
one true God.
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